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for mercy, he was hanged, drawn, and quartered
on Tower Hill at noon on May 17. So the
Cardinal conquered ; but it was the last of his
famous victories. He had shed the blood of
nations to win a coveted position before this ;
but, in doing so, he had established the prestige
of his country. Moreover, wars were indulged in
for such trivial objects that it would have needed
some imagination to realise all the horrors they
entailed ; but here Wolsey had not even had that
excuse. In order to swell the King's already
bloated purse he had sent an innocent man to a
block on which many a dying man had seen his
own heart quivering in the executioner's hand
before death finished his agonies. It was one of
the ugliest deeds in history.

England was appalled, though silent; but
Wolsey had to quell the horror that was felt on
the Continent. The French and Spanish Courts
had stifled the feelings of resentment which they
felt about the Tudor usurpers in view of England's
growing power ; but now that feeling burst out
in hot resentment. Nobody doubted that Buck-
ingham's dangerous Plantagenet blood had sealed
his fate. Wolsey lied magnificently, telling
Francis that the Duke of Buckingham had died
chiefly because he opposed the French alliance,
and assuring Charles that there could be no
question of his treason ; and nobody in England
dared to raise a voice. For the King and the
Cardinal had it all their own way now; and